
May 13, 2022   

To the Painted Hills Board: Over 20 years ago, Robin and I moved to Painted Hills. And we have never 

regretted doing so. The lakes and the community that surrounds them are full of great memories and 

experiences.  

During that time we’ve seen numerous improvements to the pool, the roads, the mailboxes, the 

clubhouse, the playground, the lakes, the docks, the sidewalks, the dog park, and much more. Practically 

every aspect of the community has been improved upon.  

And we’ve gladly paid our dues towards such improvements, personally contributing well over $15000 

during that time and voting for every dues increase that came along even when times were tight for us 

personally.  

We did so for one purpose- to contribute towards the maintenance and betterment of the common 

areas- the Painted Hills community.  

But, ironically, there is one glaring item that has been neglected during our entire life here- that has not 

been addressed, the has not been maintained- the silt that blocks the cove we live on- not just for us but 

for other numerous Painted Hills members- both those that live on it and those that could otherwise use 

it for fishing and recreation. During hot and dry summers, it becomes filled with algae, weeds, and 

stagnant water which is a detriment to the health of the entire lake. At times it literally stinks to be in 

our back yard. Our docks have become useless, the cove impassable, and during that time every single 

house except for ours has changed owners- each one waiting in vain for the board to do its duty- each 

one incurring financial damages as lower property values brought about directly by the association’s 

neglect to address the issue.  

And this is not at all a new problem. It was a known problem the year we moved inover 20 yrs ago. And 

has been growing worse ever since. At that time a retention pond was being built and the association 

intended on digging out the cove at the same timebut a dues increase was not approved by the 

community and so we were told it would have to wait until an increase was approved- the first in a long 

list of excuses.   

This problem is uniquely large in proportion to other areas of the lake- effecting more members, 

receiving more runoff than numerous other coves combined, and creeping deeper and wider into the 

lake than any other silt deposit.  

But despite the magnitude of the problem, the number of members effected, the damage to property 

values, and the detriment to the health of the lake it continues to be neglected and ignored.  

There can be no other conclusion other than that the Association board has neglected its duties and 

responsibilities where this issue is concerned. Each year new excuses are created- and when they no 

longer exist, new ones emerge to take their place:  
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Now, rather than accept the duty and responsibility to maintain the cove as directed by the bylaws, the 

board has wrongfully asserted that those living on the cove will have to take action themselves thereby 

assuming all responsibilities, liabilities, costs, contracting, planning, silt distribution, and implementation 

to correct the ASSOCIATION’s neglect. This is entirely wrong:  

1. The lake is not our property, it is a common area.   

2. The upkeep is the legal responsibility of the Association, not ours.   

3. The board has a fiduciary duty to maintain the common area, not us.   

4. The board has admitted this neglect- refusing to budget when ample funds are available.   

5. The board has been reminded and aware of this neglect every year of the past 20 years.   

6. The board now compounds this neglect by essentially blackmailing its members: (Blatantly implying to 

members that the board will not plan, budget, and meet its responsibilities anytime in the 

foreseeable future. Openly hoping that we as individual members will become frustrated and 

therefore forced and duped into personally paying for the Board’s neglect- a wrongful maneuver that 

has been imposed on numerous members around the lake in similar situations.)   

7. Now, the board is wrongfully embracing this tactic as precedent, when it is in fact mounting evidence 

of their neglect and the personal costs their lack of action is inflicting on individual members.  

I appreciate that you all give your time and energy to serve on this board, I do. And I know it’s difficult at 

times to do the right thing.  

But, you have been entrusted with millions of dollars of our money with the sole intent of maintaining 

the common areas. And with this trust comes responsibility- and obligations. And to vote not to give one 

dime to this effort is not only wrong, it blatantly violates the very purpose with which you have been 

entrusted.  

It’s been over 20 years- The time has come to stop passing the buck, stop making excuses… and fulfill 

your duties.  

We have a plan, we have consensus, and we are ready to implement. All we are asking for is for you to 

finally do your duty and accept your responsibility. (And pay the cost to get it done)  Sincerely,   

David Wright   

Lot 721  


