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I recently attended the Forest Pest Early Detector Training hosted by the Indiana DNR Division of 

Forestry, Division of Entomology, along with the Purdue Entomology Department. The goal of the 

training is to train interested citizens and landowners how to identify the signs and symptoms 

of invasive pests and diseases posing a threat to our Indiana rural and urban forests. I’d like to pass the 

important aspects of the training along to you. The Indiana DNR primarily focuses on our State Forests, 

Parks and Preserves. The training program I attended will help us as landowners take the necessary 

steps to protect our private forest resources.  

However, the primary reason for concern is not only the protection of the forest we live in. It’s also the 

protection of our lives and property. Falling limbs are a hazardous consequence of the damage pests do 

to our trees. I’m sure you’ve noticed in the spring when the ground is soft from all the rain the limbs 

sticking straight out of the ground after falling from trees. These “projectiles” can be extremely 

dangerous to anyone that happens to be under them, hence the name “widow maker”. I’ve also noticed 

several instances of limbs falling and doing damage to cars and houses. These falling limbs may not all 

be caused by pests. However, identifying trees that are infested with pests and taking the necessary 

steps to prevent the trees from shedding their limbs might help prevent injury or damage. 

I’ve included some links to web pages below about how to identify the Emerald Ash Borer and how to 

decide what to do if you find you have trees that are infested. This pest is probably the most dangerous 

of them all since it kills the ash trees from the top down. This causes limbs from the top of the tree to 

die and fall a long distance to the ground. I realize this is not the best time of the year to be looking for 

pest damage since most if not all of the leaves are gone by now. However, there are other ways to 

identify pests such as looking for the entry and exit holes made by the pests in the bark. If you would like 

more detailed information about the Emerald Ash Borer in Indiana you can visit the web site 

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/EAB/. I’ve also posted some information on the bulletin board in 

the clubhouse about this and other pests and diseases that attack our trees. 

Symptoms of EAB on Ash Trees: 

https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/EAB/index.php?page=symptoms/index 

What to do if I have EAB: https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/EAB/PDF/NABB_DecisionGuide.pdf 
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